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Why bad things?Why bad things?
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Why do bad things 
happen to God’s people?
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*Who is/are “God’s People”?
Isaiah 45:22
1 Timothy 2:1-6
ALL people = God’s people!
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1 John 4:7-8
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. 
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#1 - God = Love.
“AGAPE” - Selfless. Self-Sacrificing.

- Unconditional.
- VERB...Puts others 1st.
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Romans 8:1-2
1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who 
gives life has set you free from the law of sin 
and death. 
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#1 - God = Love.
#2 - with God comes freedom.

God = the ultimate gentleman.
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If God = Love...
And if god offers freedom...

Then...
#3 - True Love offers freedom.
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Love will fight for you, but it will not fight you. 
Love doesn’t manipulate you with fear and intimidation 
and control. And it doesn’t back you into a corner so 
you have nowhere else to go. 

because love...it doesn’t trap you. 
Love frees you because it honors your freedom.

- Lacey Sturm (Flyleaf)
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#1 - God = Love.
#2 - with God comes freedom.
#3 - True Love offers freedom.
We cannot “trap” God in a logical fallacy.
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*Why do bad things happen?
When people, in our freedom, choose 
not to love, follow, & obey God...

(Cause & Effect of our choices)
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*Why do bad things happen?
When people choose poorly

It causes collateral damage
Which also affects others.
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Romans 12:1-2
1 Therefore, I urge YOU, brothers and sisters, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer YOUR bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God -
this is YOUR true and proper worship. 
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2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
[your] mind. Then YOU will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will is - his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.
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John 15:1-17
3 YOU are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to YOU. 4 Remain in me, as I also 
remain in YOU. No branch can bear fruit by itself; 
it must remain in the vine. Neither can YOU bear 
fruit unless YOU remain in me.
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John 15:1-17
5 “I am the vine; YOU are the branches. If you
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me YOU can do nothing... 6 If you
do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
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John 15:1-17
7 If YOU remain in me and my words remain in 
YOU, ask whatever YOU wish, and it will be done 
for YOU.
11 I have told YOU this so that my joy may be in 
YOU and that YOUR joy may be complete. 
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RighteousnessRighteousness
If my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land.   - 2 Chronicles 7:14
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We are not meant to 
live this life alone!
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